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Effects of Gd Content on Microstructure and Properties of ZM21 Alloy
ZHAO Chunbo, WANG Xiaogang, LIU Tao, LI Weili, LI Hong, MA Dengmin, CUI kai
(Shanxi Wenxi Yinguang Huasheng Magnesium Co., L.td., Yuncheng 043800)

Abstract: The effects of rare earth Gd (0~0.8% ) on microstructure and mechanical properties of ZM21 (Mg-2Zn-
1Mn) alloy were systematically investigated. The results indicate that as-cast dendritic structure is significantly refined
after Gd addition, and the precipitation of Mg-Zn-Gd I-phase/ W-phase is promoted. The grain size of as-extruded
alloys is continuously decreased with increasing Gd content (average grain size of ZM21-0.8Gd is 3.78 pm), accompa-
nied by a weakening of basal texture intensity. Meanwhile, ZM21-0.8Gd alloy exhibits desirable performance with
yield strength of 204 MPa, tensile strength of 339.6 MPa along extrusion direction (ED), and elongation of 35.9% at
45° direction, and Erichsen value (I;=4.2 mm) is increased by 75% compared to those of matrix alloy. Through the
synergistic effects of grain refinement, texture weakening, and second-phase precipitation, Gd significantly enhances
the strength-ductility synergy and formability of ZM21 alloy.
Key Words: Gd Content, ZM21 Alloy, Microstructure, Formability, Mechanical Properties

EA G EN RN &R 25 /MR, 78 3C L7 5K
KR G B A . AR, R R PR AR
BT 22, LA <74 mm DL R 35 10 45 1) S 1k 2 s, FR
il 7 AR S Z R A P R R AL S Ak T B
A RL A AL BT H R AR AN RE S D s R RN 9 [ R AT Y
5] R, XfE LA [] B 3 S e P B e oK o

i -G A AN R S S B A 4 PR RE AR PR 119 ¢
B . G AE Mg 1 5 KB % B 23.5 %, B
RBUN, ADE KRR B AL . A, Gd R AR
0.180 nm, 5 Mg ) # Bt B 15 10.7 % , 388 32 V5 Joi 440 48 550 1
0 B P R R I AR S i A i EL,
Gd e 5 Zn e W T (MgsZnsGd) il WA (M gsZn:Gd») ,
o AR UE T (=300 OO T A RUET $LAL 4, S B0 HT H 5

%5 B #3:2025-08-20; 1&1T H #§ : 2025-09-03
EEWME : WK E &R %3 H (2021YFB3701100)
F—EH B AHM, B, 19884 4, TR, E-mail: sxygmyzcb@qq.com

R, BUA ST IE 52 Gd 7 ZK (Mg-Zn-Zr) fl WZ(Mg-
In-YDRE SR RSB E R 0.5% M Gd 1 fifi
ZK60 ki 401k 70%7 1 0.8% B9 Gd % Mg-6Zn ) I,
BT T 130% %0 SR, £ X & Mn B9 ZM & 4 4 Cln
ZM21) , Gd BYAE FH AL i A B BT, Min 7] G 3 2o 4 4k
T G54 Fe 2 il 28 Gd/Zn (35 4 i i A7 o AR & &
Gd(<<1%) (1 U [R AL b, b ks 48 4k (Hall-Petch 200
54K W1 (Orowan 58 46D 1 22 5 5Tk 14 R RS,
I, AR HESE B 4 ZM21 (Mg-2Zn-1Mn) & 4, K 58 il &
Gd (0~0.8%) iy P4 AL . 38 i 2 REE R AE (OM,
SEM .EBSD) 5 Jj 2% ¥E RE K BK 43 #r , #8878 Mn f£ 76 T
Gd (T AT N 22 57, 8 57 40 i £k L 048 55 10 B AT H i
A0 B TR A AL, Ry i 1 A 4 A s OB I BE G 4 i

SRR BRI, /NN X4 Gd & H X ZM21 & 4 WAEH R AR RS2 [T ], Fefh 85 3 AT (4G 42, 2026,46(10) : 1 584-1 589.
ZHAO C B,WANG X G,LIU T,et al. Effects of Gd content on microstructure and properties of ZM21 alloy[J]. Special Casting &. Nonferrous

Alloys, 2026,46(10):1 584-1 589.

1584



Gd & Xt ZM21 4 4 B4

PERERYRC I RXR T SF

RS
IR IS

e ZM21 B & 4 (4 U5 8 Mg-2Zn-1Mn)
FEAR RN 0.0.2% .0.5% & 0.8% Y Gd 345 4 Fh
WA A 4, B ie /B ZM 21, ZM21-0.2Gd , ZM 21 -
0.5Gd K& ZM21-0.8Gd. & % Ji # f #6 & 4 Mg
(99.95%) .Zn(99.9%) \Mn(99.7% ) Lk & Mg-30Gd
6] &4 o HEHEAE CO2 SFeURBLEE S 100: DR SR
THEAT K AR B FE I AE 720 °C, MUBR S K 10 min J5 52
B i A 2 250 CHY 4 s B b, 38153 ¢80 mm X 150 mm
MF5EE . 22400 °C X 12 h#5)40IR Kk IF KB, LLIH B kL
fm R BT, 5B 2 ¢75 mm, 7 350 CHI# 1 h, R % 1
oy 18: 1 H R 1 mm/s B85 5E 55 H R ST 28 4 mm
R R MR, 2 BRI

AR 2 SIC WP ACFT B OG5, FH & TR DR BV TR
(B HE A 4.2 g P RIR +10 mL i 2R +70 mL i) &
B JE i 5~10 s, % JH Zeiss Axio Observer Y627 i i 5%
WL 8¢ 1320 40, SR ] Image-Pro Plus 6.0 #2448 3 & ki
Rsf . fdif FEI Quanta 650 FEG 3% & S 474 B8 85 Cn
L R 20 kVO WSS ZATE A0 5 4 A, O FH B G A
EDS Xf A F 5493 A7 140 8 & 1 4 A, O34
{H . 7F Bruker D8 Advance X §F 2657 SHX I 3F 47 40 2H i%,

ST, Cu-Ka S 26 (A=0.154 06 nm) , 14 1 FE 15 N
20°~90", 2 K 0.02°, X FE 2 AC2 HL fiff Wi 7E 20 V.
90 s % 1 H f# ¥ 5% J5 , I | Oxford Instruments
Symmetry ZRll 85 R & EBSD £l , A 26K 4 0.5 pm,
& ASTM E8 i, 4L (RD) 7] (T D) K 45775 [ 4]
H TR AL BRIE 25 mm X 58 6 mm) , J12 M fe it i6 78
Instron 5969 77 GEIX B ML L 647 , P A #2243 mm/min.
M 3 AN A IR O Y AR 1SO 20482, R b3k B
&M $20 mm JE 1 1A 10 KN, o 3 & 5 mm/min
1) 5% 1 #E4T Erichsen 32, DLk 246 Y ob I8 BE 1B 1
1S d R~ S R VAR 0T = =N A = N [ Al 11 5 € 2
5% ~15% 32 ) 2 [X [6] N 73 00 3 530 r (BB A 2722 e )
5 n (0 A8 i AL 8 HO 18, LAVTAR A b B9 e P g .

2 RIBHRLH®

21 HEAENEMAR

B 1 AN TR Gd 35 o I 36 25 ZM21 45 4 1967 2
R, W LUE S, 4RSS 4 0 A R i B B
T RIS & () 6 0 L, 3 30 S M Y (4 At ASOIR: R [ 201
G, B B A R SR S AR . B TN Zn,
Mn . Gd JCZ & B U i 40 70 10 568 A SRR .
Gd ICFR 1 o A= R BRI DR 3 o 8 5 Al BT 75 2 1 4 i 0%
AR T A% 114 [7) B 0 A A A, PRI B G 3 4

(a) ZM21

(b) ZM21-0.2Gd

(c) ZM21-0.5Gd (d) ZM21-0.8Gd

Bl RARAGIEEZHEIM2IEE2MH AT ZMMAR
Fig.1 OM images of as-cast ZM21 alloys with different Gd contents

AN Gd & 5 B ZM21 % 35 4 4 19 SEM JE 3 UL &
20 ATLVEW,TH B &8 F 2 H a-Mg SRR EL
AR A L AL A AR . ZM21 8 &P RIS TR R A
BRI LAY D R AR EREIR S A AR, B
it b . ZM21-0.2Gd, ZM21-0.5Gd . ZM21-0.8Gd &
S H R B ORE T A IR A3 A, A Bk R Y 5 A
SYATERRL N . 1A R EDS 458 . A 2 Al
F 1AM, A SR D 5 Mg Zn BE IR 535053510 79.70% |
19.41% F180.10% .17.00% , E & f Mg . Zn FE /R 43 K
75.92% .19.23% ,x(Mg) /x (Zn) $E3T 7: 3, I ZM21

ZM21-0.2Gd . ZM21-0.5Gd W R & gy L b WA
Mg, Zn, A 3 B 5. C 0B IR R B AR R 1 28 — A v Mg
Zn ., Gd 0 BE IR 435043 3 M 81.16% . 14.54% . 3.68% Al
86.98% .9.87% .2.57 % , M1 b AT A1 A AT AR 9 55 — A0 Ry
Mg-Zn-Gd = oA,

FEMCSEAE L XF 4R 1 B A R AR HEAT T X TR
RS o007, 25 S LR 3. AT LA, ZM 214 4 19 L0 A
a-Mg. MgZn, M Mn Tt ZEF F. B Gdm A,
ZM21-0.2Gd, ZM21-0.5Gd, ZM21-0.8Gd HY 177 5 e 44
i, I AE ZM21-0.8Gd UL 2 TR AT S . R R B

1585



Frfp il MR (05 &

2026 4EE 46 55 10 ¥

(b) ZM21-0.2Gd

(a) ZM21

/%

# Mg Mn Zn Gd i

A 79.70 0.89 19.41 — Mg, Zn,
B 81.16 0.62 14.54 3.68 Mg-Zn-Gd
C 86.98 0.58 9.87 2.57 Mg-Zn-Gd
D 80.10 0.73 17.00 2.17 Mg,Zn,
E 75.92 7.39 19.23 — Mg-Zn
F 93.64 0.38 4.28 1.71 Mg-Zn
G 76.04 2.79 20.07 1.10 Mg-Zn
H 80.05 0.50 13.20 6.25 Mg-Zn-Gd

A Gd B &8 A& WAL B2 ORI Gd &
A AR, H GATESES & BB EEE. 4
Gd 1 1 50 50 h 0.2% 15 2 0.8% B, 38R 1) 177 5 068 5
BERR ., BFRRFEW,7E Mg-Zn-Gd & H , w(Zn) /w(Gd)
9 1.5~40.0 1, Zy 77 HEHE A s 24 w(Zn) /w(Gd) h 0.25~
6.00 B, W(Mg,Zn,Gd.) 7 T 15 2 w(Zn) /w(GADTE T
FHR WA A= XS RE TR B A T AR R WOART
ZM21-0.2Gd,ZM21-0.5Gd,ZM21-0.8Gd ) w(Zn)/w(Gd)
A35019.6.9 4.2, AL, 7 ZM21-0.2Gd f1 ZM21-0.5Gd
R KA TR WAL, X5 X GTERAT I 45 1 — 5
FE MG R R oh L Bl Gd % 5 09 1 R, Mg, Zn, A 9 1T 55 06 (]
SR J3E R U/

10 20 30 40
ik U fpm
(a) ZM21

5 10 15 20
ik RS /pm
(b) ZM21-0.2Gd

(¢) ZM21-0.5Gd
H2 RRAGIEEH#HEZIM21 20 ARAR SN
Fig.2 SEM images of as-cast ZM21 alloys with different Gd contents
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Tab.1 EDS results of as-cast alloys in Fig.2
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Tab.3 Mechanical properties of as-extruded alloys

PN Jitt IR 5ik B /M Pa PrhiogJE /MPa M/ %

o 0° 45° 90° 0° 45° 90° 0" 45° 90°
7ZM21 163 89.2 67.8 266.2 222.3 258.9 17.5 32.6 20.7
ZMZ‘L 170 138.5 104.0 290.9 2554 265.3 27.5 32.4 18.2
0.2Gd
Zol\gfld_ 161 115.4 111.8 297.6 254.1 264.4 25.8 32.7 14.5
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2 5 2 5
0.8Gd 204 128.0 125.0 339.6 256.2 284.3 21.3 35.9 13.5
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Tab.4 Formability parameters of as-extruded sheets
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ZM21 0.05 2.73 0.14 0.34 0.57 0.66 1.41 0.54 —2.64
ZM21-0.2Gd  0.23 1.26 0.12 0.43 0.50 0.50 0.71 0.48 —1.08
ZM21-0.5Gd  0.22 1.57 0.05 0.4 0.48 0.45 0.85 045 —1.43
ZM21-0.8Gd  0.26  1.50 0.04 0.32 0.49 0.35 0.85 0.41 —1.35
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Fig.8 Erichsen test results at room temperature
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